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Watch 

Gift  from  Abraham  Lincoln  to 

Dennis  Hanks 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


I    -       -^f^.  r.=        {;•'  '  ."'"LP".  Ji- 

j.  H  REED.--  -»W.  R.  SWlNFORD. 


OFFICE  OF 


I1EED  &  SWINFORI), 

CITY  JEWELERS. 

PARIS,  ILLS., 


Sta-e  of  Illinois.  ) 
uagar  County.  ) 


I,  Denis  F.  iianks,  aged  nineo.y  two  years, 


O 


c  the  foilowing  Statement  of    Abraham  Lincoln,  and  a  v&tchAcvmed  by 
"d  <low  in  possession  of  Mrs.  M.  M.  Barney  a  granddaughter  ojf  nine: 
wauch  was  presented  to  me  by  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864  at 
-      /ton  city.  D«  c"  v'hci'c  1  had  gone  to  intercede  for  some  men  wh 
'      1L  ?  -  li  a  riot  at  Charleston,  Ills.    The  tratch  he- gave  me  is  a 
ee    *    "uV  caSe  No.  E279-  Wffi.  Kllcry  movement  -  key-winder- 
~A  V":*,.,,s    '  ronton,  l#ss.     The  initials,   (D.  .7.      » )  vere  engraved  by 
-   *  97H^A    ,     ol  Charleston,  III . ,  af  ter  I  rctuxnea  home 


cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  caught  him 


ffiioru  to  ueforc  me  this      /4  \    day  of  ifoy,  If 


2£ 


1 


gfeak  of  Jounty  Court, 


WATCH  PRESENTED  TO  DEM  IS  HANDS  BY  LINCOLN 


J.  H.  Heed 


W.  R.  Swinford 


OFFICE  OF 


REED  &  SWINFORD 


City  Jewelers 


State  of  Illinois.  ) 


S  S 


Edgar  County. 


) 


I,  Dennis  F.  Hanks,  aged  ninety-two  years,  made  the 
following  statement  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  a  watch  once  owned  "by  him  and 
now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  M.  M.  Barney  a  granddaughter  of  mine; 


in  1864  at  Washington  City,  D.  C. ,  where  I  had  gone  to  intercede  for  some 
men  who  had  "been  in  a  riot  at  Charleston,  Ills.    The  watch  he  gave  me  is  a 
silver  "Walthara"  case  No.  E279-  Wm.  Ellery  movement  -  key-winder-  No.  67613 
Boston,  Mass.    The  initials,  (D.  F.  H.,)  were  engraved  by  Joseph  Dikob, 
of  Charleston,  111,  after  I  returned  home. 

I  am  a  full  cousin  of  Abraham  Linco&n,  and  taught 
him  to  read  and  write. 


Subscribed  and sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  May,  1891. 

K.  Laufinan 

Clerk  of  County  Court. 

In  the  collection  of  Oliver  R.  Barrett;  Cooke,    Sullivan  &  Ricks,  310  S. 
Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111.  through  whose  courtesy  we  received  this  item. 


This  watch  was  presented  to  me  by  Abraham  Linco&n 


(Signed) 


Dennis  F.  Hanks 


THE  SHELBY  COUNTY  LEADER 

i 

THOS.  B.  SHOAFF  &  SON 

EDITORS  AND  PUBLISHERS 
1840  — ESTABLISHED  90  YEARS — 1930 


THE  SHELBY  COUNTY  LEADER 


THOS.  B.  SHOAFF  &  SON 

EDITORS  AND  PUBLISHERS 
1840  — ESTABLISH  ED  90  YEARS— 1930 


Shelbyville,  Illinois 


October  1,  1930 

Mr.  Oliver  R.  Barnett 

1812  Streus  Building 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Deaf  Sir:  • 

Replying  to  your  request  concerning  my  Grandfather,  Dennis  F. 
Hqnks,  and  how  he  became  the  owner  of  the  Silver  Watch  you  purchased 
from  Mr.  Gunther  of  museum  fame,  and  paid  $1,000  for  it,  would  say 
that  said  watch  was  given  to  Mr.  Hanks  by  Abraham  Lincoln  in  Washing- 
ton D.  C.  toward  the  close  of  the  Civil  War.    At  that  time,  my  grand- 
father resided  in  the  town  of  Charleston,  Coles  County,  Illinois. 

In  the  year  1864,  the  Democrats  were  having  a  meeting  at  Charles- 
ton.    Among  those  present  was  Dr.  Shubel  York,  who  was  a  medical 
officer  in  the  Union  Army,  at  home  on  furlough.     There  was  something 
said  by  Dr.  York  about  the  "Copper  Heads"  that  caused  anger  and  ex- 
citement and  resulted  in  a  riot,  and  Dr.  York  and  two  other  persons 
were  shot  and  killed  by  some    unknown  persons  in  the  crowd.    At  that 
time,  Colonel  Mitchell,  commanding  the  26th  Illinois  Regiment  was 
quartered  at  Mattoon,  Illinois,  to  watch  movements  of  Democrats  in 
Coles  and  Shelby  Counties.     Two  companies  of  these  soldiers  had  been 
sent  to  Shelbyville,  and  on  the  day  of  the  riot  a  company  was  ordered 
to  Charleston.     Their  presence  at  the  meeting  meant  trouble,  and  re- 
sulted in  the  shooting  of  Dr.  York  and  tv/o  other  citizens.  Several 
Democrats  were  afterwards  arrested  and  charged  with  murder  and  riot. 
They  were  t8ken  to  a  prison  in  Pennsylvania,  and  incarcerated  there 
without  trial,  and  held  as  prisoners  until  liberated  by  President 
Lincoln. 

After  peace  was  restored,  the  friends  of  these  prisoners  pre- 
vailed upon  Dennis  F.  Hanks  to  go  to  Washington  to  see  the  President, 
and  petition  for  their  liberty.     These  friends  of  the  prisoners  were 
wise  men  and  used  good  tactics  in  selecting  my  grandfather  to  plead 
their  cause.     They  knew  that  Dennis  F.  Hanks  had  influence  in  the 
community,  that  he  was  a  cousin  and  life-long  friend  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  could  come  nearer  moving  him  to  clemency  for  those 
prisoners  than  any  other  person. 

Dennis  accepted  the  invitation,  packed  his  old  "carpet  beg"  and 
started  out  for  Washington.     On  the  wsy  he  had  occasion  to  change 
cars  at  Altoona,  Pennsylvania.     The  large  crowd  of  passengers  made  a 
rush  for  the  train  and  jostled  Dennis  to  such  an  extent  that  a  group 
of  gentlemen  very  courteously  assisted  him  with  his  carpet  bag  up 
the  steps  to  his  car.     Soon  after  the  train  started,  Dennis  discovered 
that  all  of  his  money  and  watch  were  gone,  his  pockets  had  been  picked 
— nothing  was  left  except  his  railroad  ticket,  sticking  in  his  hat 
band. 

On  reaching  Washington,  he  went  directly  to  the  Capital  to  see 
Mr.  Lincoln.    He  rapped  at  the  door  of  the  White  House,  and  was 
answered  by  a  colored  man  in  uniform,  who  asked  Dennis  who  he  wanted 
to  see,  and  Dennis  asked  him  if  President  Lincoln  was  in.     "Yes,  Sir, 
have  you  a  card?"    "No,  Sir,  tell  Abe  that  Dennis  Hanks  of  Illinois 
is  out  here  and  wants  to  see  him."    Presently  he  was  admitted,  and 
saw  the  President  conversing  with  some  of  his  cabinet  officers.  When 
Abe  looked  around  and  saw  Dennis  he  walked  straight  to  him  and  grasped 
his  hand  and  told  him  how  gled  he  was  to  see  him.    When  the  officers 
left  the  room  and  they  were  alone,  they  visited  together  and  Dennis 
told  Abe  why  he  had  come  all  of  the  way  from  home  to  see  him.  They 
talked  of  the  War  and  the  conditions  in  Illinois  and  around  home,  and 
after  Dennis  told  his  story,  the  President  called  a  messenger  and 
sent  a  telegram  ordering  the  commandant  of  the  prison  to  release  the 
men  who  had  been  imprisoned  since  the  Charleston  riot,  and  set  them 
free.     The  prisoners  who  had  been  released  reached  Charleston  before 
Dennis  arrived  home. 

After  the  President  had  issued  the  order  releasing  the  prisoners, 
Dennis  told  Abe  of  his  being  robbed  on  the  train  at  Altoona,  of  his 
money  and  his  watch.     Lincoln  turned  around  and  took  from  his  desk 


drawer  an  old  silver  watch  that  he  had  carried  around  over  the  State 
of  Illinois,  and  from  Springfield  to  Washington,  saying,  "'Dennis,  you 
may  have  this  watch.     I  have  carried  it  a  long  time.     Take  it  home 
and  take  care  of  it." 

Abe  then  took  from  his  vest  pocket  a  beautiful  gold  watch,  say- 
ing, "Some  of  my  friends  here  in  Washington  did  not  think  my  old 
silver  watch  was  good  enough  for  a  President  to  carry,  and  they  gave 
me  this  one." 

Several  years  after  the  war,  Dennis  moved  from  Charleston  to 
Paris,  Illinois,  and  lived  with  his  daughter,  Nancy  Hanks  Shoaff, 
she  having  been  named  after  Dennis1  relation,  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln, 
the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Keefer  Laufman,  a  relative  of  the  Shoaff  family,  was  a 
boarder,  and  was  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  of  Edgar  County  at  Paris, 
Illinois,  at  that  time.    He  advised  Dennis  F.  Hanks  to  make  a  will 
and  direct  therein  that  at  his  death  his  old  silver  watch  be  sold 
and  the  proceeds  thereof  be  used  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his 
funeral.    At  his  death  his  will  was  probated  in  the  County  Court 
and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  of  Edgar  County  at 
Paris,  Illinois,  where  his  estate  was  administered.    By  an  order  of 
said  Court,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Shoaff  Barney,  a  grand-daughter  of  Dennis, 
was  authorized  to  make  sale  of  the  old  silver  watch,  and  it  was  sold 
to  Mr.  Gunther  of  Chicago  for  $500  who  placed  it  on  exhibition  in 
the  old  Libby  Prison  Building,  then  being  exhibited  in  Chicago  in 
1893,  the  year  of  the  World's  Fair. 

Dennis  F.  Hanks  was  born  in  Hardin  County,  Kentucky,  May  15, 
1799,  died  at  Paris,  Illinois,  October  21,  1892,  aged  93  years  and 
5  months-    He  was  buried  at  Charleston,  Illinois. 

He  was  truly  a  good  man.    He  was  the  soul  of  honor.    He  was  not 
illiterate  as  quoted  by  some  who  knew  him  least.    He  was  well  in- 
formed; he  was  truthful  in  every  word  and  deed,  only  loquacious  when 
interviewed.    He  was  a  mindful  reader  and  student  of  the  Bible.  He 
affiliated  with  the  Disciples  of  Christ  and  enjoyed  discussing 
Religion. 


C7  ^ 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  the  County  Clerk  of 
Shelby  County,  Illinois.  &&^lT/ff3c^ 


Seal 


THE  OLD  LINCOLN  CABIN 


There  has  been  considerable  controversey  in  regard  to  a  state- 
ment made  by  Thomas  B.  Shoaff  of  Shelbyville,  Illinois,  that  the 
cabin  in  which  Abraham  Lincoln  made  his  first  home  in  this  state  was 
exhibited  on  Boston  Common  in  1865. 

This  is  the  cabin  that  was  located  on  the  Sangamon  River,  seven 
miles  south-west  of  Decatur,  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Shoaff,  who  was  19 
yearns  old  at  that  time,  claimed  that  his  father  and  he  shipped  the 
cabin  and  a  lot  of  walnut  fence  rails,  made  by  Lincoln  and  John 
Hanks,  to  Boston.     The  logs  in  the  cabin  were  numbered  and  replaced 
in  original  form  when  exhibited,  and  the  fence  rails  were  fashioned 
into  "walking  sticks,  etc.,"  and  sold  as  souvenirs.     John  and  Dennis 
Hanks  accompanied  the  cabin  logs  to  Boston,  numbered  for  replacing. 
At  that  time,  James  Shoaff,  my  father,  published  the  "Magnet"  a  news- 
paper in  Decatur,  Illinois. 

The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  could  not  authenticate  this 
story,  but  Dr.  William  E.  Barton  has  come  into  possession  of  a  hand- 
bill issued  in  Boston  announcing  "The  Original  Lincoln  Cabin  now  on 
exhibition  on  the  Parade  Ground,  Boston  Common."    The  handbill  con- 
tains the  names  of  persons  who  saw  the  cabin,  and  printed  thereon 
is  a  letter  from  Governor  Richard  J,  Oglesby,  dated  May  20,  1865. 
Price  of  admission,  adults  250  and  children  100. 

Upon  further  research,  aided  by  the  Boston  Herald,  they  dis- 
covered the  following:     "At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  held  at  Mechanics  Hall  on  Monday,  the  10th  day  of 
July,  Anno  Domini,  1865,  and  agreeable  to  the  reports  of  the  committee 
on  licenses  and  common,  leave  was  granted  to  John  Hanks  to  exhibit 
President  Lincoln's  original  log  cabin  on  Boston  Common." 

The  old  Lincoln  cabin  was  on  exhibition  during  the  summer  of 
1865,  and  at  the  end  of  the  season  it  was  sold  to  an  English  syndi- 
cate and  shipped  to  London.    After  leaving  Boston,  it  was  never  heard 
of,  and  was  supposed  that  the  ship  was  lost  in  transit. 


STATEMENT  BY  THOS.  B.  SHOAFF 


Concerning  the  Thirteen  Persons  in  the  Lincoln  Migration  from 
Indiana  to  Illinois  in  the  Spring  of  1830. 

I.     Thomas  Lincoln,  wife  and  children 

Thomas  Lincoln,  and  Sarah  Bush  (Johnston)  Lincoln,  his  wife, 
together  with  Abraham  Lincoln,  son  of  Thomas,  and  John  D.  Johnston, 
son  of  Sarah,  making  a  family  of  4  persons. 

II.     The  Squire  Hall  Family. 

Squire  Hall,   (Son  of  Levi  and  Nancy  Hall)  and  Matilda  Johnston 
Hall  his  wife,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Johnston,  the  latter  sub- 
sequently the  wife  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  and  their  son,  John  Johnston 
Hall,  3  persons. 

III.     The  Dennis  Hanks  Family. 

T.  B.  Shoaff* s  grandparents,  Dennis  Hanks  and  Elizabeth 
Johnston  Hanks  and  their  four  children:     Sarah  Jane  Hanks,  later  Mrs. 
Thomas  Dowling;  Nancy  Hanks,  later  Mrs.  James  Shoaff,  mother  of  T.  B. 
Shoaff;  Harriet  Hanks,  iater  wife  of  Colonel  Gus  Chapman;  and  John 
Talbot  Hanks  —  6  persons. 

All  of  the  above-named  persons  were  related  to  Nancy  Hanks  (2d) 
Shoaff,  my  mother.  x/ ,  Jj? 

y/^- <Vry^ *  "ft 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  \        day  of 

October,  1930. 


County  Clerk 


Seal 


C7i 


7ym/      June  21,  1943 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne 

Indiana 


G-entlemen« 

We  maintain  a  very  extensive  display 
of  earl}?"  and  original  model  watches  here  at  our 
factory.    We  have  recently  acquired  a  pocket  watch 
which  we  believe  to  he  very  similar  to  the  Walt ham 
watch  which  Mr.  Abraham  Lincoln  carried  during 
the  "war  years".     In  the  hook  entitled,  "Abraham 
Lincoln,  the  War  Years,"  authored  by  Mr.  Carl  Sandburg, 
the  watch  which  Mr.  Lincoln  carried  is  described. 
This  description  and  illustration  appeared  in 
Volume  3>  Page  435. 

We  are  wondering  if  you  can  supply  us 
with  information  pertaining  to  the  year  this  watch 
was  purchased  by  or  presented  to  Mr.  Lincoln. 
If  this  watch  was  presented  to  Mr,  Lincoln,  can 
you  inform  us  of  the  name  of  the  donor. 

Will  you  also  inform  us  if  possible 
whether  the  case  of  the  watch  belonging  to 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  engine  turned  finish  or  a  plain 
polished  finish. 

We  will  greatly  appreciate  your  atten- 


nc^AA    j>vUju>,  ^ 


<Tun»  25,  19*$ 


Mr*  H  B.  Sharp© 
Valtham  Watch  C«pany 
Walthaa,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Sharpen 

It  does  'not  appear  that  we  bars  any 
isfofisa.t  *     A^oafc  'the  Hi2t!?sst  vatdb  serried  "by 
Ab&ahua  Xu&eoln  prsviaw  to  the  tim©  the  vstsh 
iras  prssetttea  to  Detaiie  Ifcutfa. 

~ieu  Bight  writs  to  Oliver  fi.  Barrett* 

in.  sure  ©£  T>ally,  Vines,  White,  and  Fielding, 
122  South  MioblflWB  ATDJtttc,  Chicago.   He  is  the 
owne?  of  the  watch  oaf.  sould  probably  answer 
you  with  respect  to  whether  or  nob  it  was  an 

engine  tiamed  or  a  plain  polished  finish. 

Enoio9©d  yon  will  please  find  a  bulletin 
we  prepared  sons  tins  ago  in  vhieh  we  sent  ion  the 
wateh. 

Tery  truly  yours. 


LAWjCSS  *  pireotor 

L.A.Warr@n 

Enc. 


^Ui/Jf  44  J^ClLC~-&<l<L  "tjU+rf/t^JL  ^sa^gXgas  *n> 

"J  ^jajxti/- —  '>V^T  ^^^^^ ^A^^^^^ 


cm 


■ 


Deeenfcer  1$ 


Mr*  0.  D.  Ebabenshoe 
1521*5  Mark  Twain  Avenue 
Detroit*  27,  Miohigan 

My  deer  Mr*  ftaftbewslrae: 

•pfcank  y«>  vsry  mac  a  for  to  ittofosBioral 
fctforwrtion  on  the?  Lincoln  witch  and  *e  ore  happy 
Indeed  to  jiuve  it  for  oar  file  on  Lincoln  "satohes. 

It  la  elvfi-a  vstt  vortk  vhite  preijerrir-s 
those  yfao  speak  soepertly  on  itoai  ^hich  sow  day 
lal^ht  toe  in  contiwsrB^, 

Tory  truly  ywara, 


IAWiCXS 
L«A«  Warren 


Director 


WALTHAM  PRECISION  INSTRUMENT 

FORMERLY    WALTHAM     WATCH  COMPANY 

221   CRESCENT  STREET 
WALTHAM  54,  MASSACHUSETTS 


fflllLl  IflfE 

COMPA  N  Y^^^WCT 

REG'D  FEB  24  1958 


Answered 


fics  of  W  0 


LJHtUE 

Telephone  TWiNBROOK  3-4000 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


February  19,  1958 


Mr.  W.  0.  Menge,  President 
Lincoln  National  Life  of  Ft.  Wayne 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Menge: 

We  have  in  our  possession  and  for  sale  a  Lincoln 
watch  which  was  purchased  at  an  auction  of  the  Parke-Bernet 
Galleries,  980  Madison  Avenue,  New  York  on  February  19  or 
20,  1952.    This  particular  sale  was  the  Oliver  R.  Barrett 
Collection  of  Lincolniana. 


According  to  the  sale  catalog,  page  182,  item  483, 
the  description  reads  as  follows: 

"THE  SILVER  WATCH  GIVEN  TO  DENNIS  HANKS  IN 
1864  -  SILVER  WATCH.    Waltham  Watch,  case  no. 
E279,  Wm.  Ellery  movement,  key  winder  no. 
67613.    With  initials  "D.F.H."  engraved  on 
the  case.    Subject  to  the  20  percent  Federal 
Excise  Tax. 


Silver  watch  presented  to  Dennis  F.  Hanks 
by  President  Lincoln  on  the  occasion  of  his 
visit  to  Washington  to  intercede  on  behalf 
of  the  prisoners  arrested  in  the  Charleston 
riot. 

"After  the  President  has  (sic)  issued  the 
order  releasing  the  prisoners,  Dennis  told 
Abe  of  his  being  robbed  on  the  train  at 
Altoona,  of  his  money  and  his  watch. 
Lincoln  turned  around  and  took  from  his  desk 
drawer  an  old  silver  watch  that  he  had 
carried  around  over  the  State  of  Illinois, 


PRECISION      HAS      BEEN      OUR      BUSINESS      SINCE  1850 


WALTHAM  PRECISION  INSTRUMENT  COMPANY 


Mr,  W.  0.  Menge,  President 

Lincoln  National  Life  of  Ft.  Wayne     -  2  -     February  19,  1958 


and  from  Springfield  to  Washington  saying, 
'Dennis,  you  may  have  this  watch,    I  have 
carried  it  a  long  time.    Take  it  home  and 
take  care  of  it.,,T  From  the  Lerna,  Illinois, 
Eagle,  October  17,  1930. 

Together  with  the  following  establishing 
its  genuineness: 

A.L.s.  of  Mrs.  M.  M.  Barney,  grand-daughter 
of  Dennis  Hanks,  2pp.,  8vo.  Paris,  Illinois, 
July  5,  1890.    To  C.  F.  Gunther,  offering 
to  sell  the  watch. 

Affidavit  of  Dennis  F.  Hanks,  1  p.,  4to. 
Paris,  Illinois,  14th  May,  1891,  on  the 
provenance.    Signed  also  by  K.  Laufman, 
County  Clerk. 

A.L.s.  of  Thomas  Benton  Shoaff,  1  p.,  4to. 
Shelby  County,  Oct.  8,  1930.  Concerning 
Dennis  Hanks  and  the  watch. 

A.L.s.  by  M.  L.  Roman,  1  p.,  8vo,  New  Orleans, 
Dec.  27,  1888.    To  C.  F.  Gunther,  regarding 
the  watch  which  had  disappeared  and  stating 
that  detectives  are  in  search  of  it,  knowing 
the  suspect. 

Mentioned  in  Sandburg,  "Lincoln  Collector", 
p.  207,  and  reproduced,  on  p.  145 


The  price  is  $5,000  for  the  watch  with  the  papers 
establishing  its  genuineness. 

Enclosed  is  a  photograph  of  the  Lincoln  watch  beside 
a  modern  Waltham  watch. 


Yours  very  truly 


Louis  R.  Ripley 


LRR:y 


Enc. 


iffieeii  mi 


WALTHAM  PRECISION  INSTRUMENT  CQMP^I^^^^ 

hlu  D  FEB  24  1958  N 

FORMERLY    WALTHAM     WATCH  COMPANY 


221   CRESCENT  STREET 
WALTHAM  54,  MASSACHUSETTS 


Answered 


Office  of  W.  0,  MENGF 

Telephone  TWlNBROOK  3-4000 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


February  20,  1958 


Mr.  W.  0.  Menge,  President 
Lincoln  National  Life  of  Ft,  Wayne 
Ft,  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Menge: 

In  further  reference  to  my  letter  to  you  of  February  19, 
I  am  sending  you  a  book  called  "Timing  A  Century*1  which  is 
the  history  of  the  Waltham  Watch  Company  published  by  the 
Harvard  University  Press  and  shows  an  illustration  on  page  60 
of  the  Lincoln  watch,  as  well  as  several  comments  regarding 
the  Ellery  movement.  These  comments  are  found  under  Ellery 
in  the  index  with  the  reference  pages. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Louis  R.  Ripley     '  ' 
LRR:y 


PRECISION      HAS      BEEN      OUR      BUSINESS      SINCE  1850 


February  25,  1958 


Mr.  Louis  R.  Ripley 

Waltham  Precision  Instrument  Company 

221  Crescent  Street 

Waltharc  54»  I^ssachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Ripley: 

lour  letters  cf  February  19th  and  February  2Cth  addressed  to 
Mr.  Walter  0.  Menge  has  been  referred  to  our  Foundation  for  reply. 

Our  Director  and  Lincoln  authority,  Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry  is 
out  of  the  office  at  present  on  a  speaking  itinerary.    Ee  is  expected 
to  return  the  week  of  Karch  10th,  at  which  time  we  will  then  advise  you 
if  we  would  like  to  acquire  the  silver  watch  given  to  Dennis  F.  Hanks 
by  President  Lincoln  in  1864.    lour  letters  will  be  brought  to  Dr.  McMurtry* 
attention  at  this  time. 

Sincerely  yours, 


MK:hw 


(Miss )  Margaret  Moellering 


Karen  |t|  |£$8 


Mr*  Louis  R.  Ripley 
Wslthaa  Precision 
Instrument  Company 
221  Crescent  Street 
Waltham,  Mass* 

Dear  31s?*  Ripley: 

I  have  Just  returned  to  my  office  after  a  nine  weeks  speaking;  tour 
through  five  states*   On  my  desk  I  have  found  some  correspondence 
which  you  have  had  with  Mr*  Halter  0*  Ifenge  the  President  of  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company  relative  to  the  sale  of  a 
silver  watch  which  was  the  property  of  Abraham  Lincoln  which  he  gave 
to  Dennis  F.  Banks  in  1864,    X  aft  well  acquainted  with  this  watch 
having  "been  present  at  the  auction  sale  when  it  was  sold*    I  have 
just  cheeked  our  pries  catalog  of  the  Parke-Barnett  sale  and  1  find 
that  it  sold  for  $1,600.00* 

Your  watch  is  a  very  desirable  item  for  any  Lincoln  Museum,  however* 
I  do  not  think  our  company  could  be  justified  in  purchasing  this 
watch  at  the  present  time. 

Thanking  you  for  bringing  it  to  our  attention,  1  remain, 

Yours  sincerely, 


R0Ma&2urtry:dh 


Mrecrtew 


LINCOLN  SAVINGS 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 


VALUABLE  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
POCKET  WATCH  STOLEN 


Lincoln  Savings  and  Loan  Association  wishes  to  alert  and  is  re- 
porting the  theft  of   the  Abraham  Lincoln  Pocket  Watch  which  was 
one  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  artifacts  in  the  private  collection 
of  the  Association, 

A  description  of  the  watch  follows  and  enclosed,  is  a  photograph. 

"Silver  "Waltham"  *  ase  No .  E  2.79  -  Wm.  Ellery  movement  -  key  winder 
No.  C7613  -  Boston,   Mass*,  with  tae  initials    (D.F.H.)  engraved." 

The  watch  was  reported  missing  from  the  Lakewood  Branch  Office  of 
the  Association  on  Thursday,  March  31,  1977. 

Anyone  having  information  about  the  above  should  contact  their 
local  law  enforcement  agency  as  well  as: 

County  of  Los  Angeles 
Sheriff's  Department 
Lakewood  Station 
Deputy  J.  Forbes 

Mr  .  Donald  W.  Crocker 

Lincoln  Savings  &  Loan  Association 

610  West  Sixth  Street 

Los  Angeles,   California  90017 

1213)  628-0211 


630  WEST  SIXTH  STREET  .  LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA  90017  .  628-0211 
mailing   ADDRESS :    P.O.   BOX   6GQ38      •      LOS   ANGELES.    CALIFORNIA  90060 


WATCH  CHAIN 


"Worn  by  Mr.  Lincoln  in  his  younger  years.    Bought  by  a.  Boyd  from  Dennis 
Hanks,  Charleston,  111.,  1867. 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  A.  B." 

Col.  of  Oliver  Barrett 

Cook,  Sullivan  &  Ricks 
310  S.  Mich.  Ave. 


Chicago. 


